
Safety and Installation Considerations

This page contains definitions, warnings, and practical information to ensure a safe working 
environment. Please take time to ready this page before installing or using this apparatus.
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General Safety

- Read these instructions.

- Keep these instructions.

- Heed all warnings.
- Follow all instructions.

- Do not use this apparatus near water.

- Do not expose this apparatus to rain or moisture.

- Clean only with dry cloth.

- Don not block any ventilation openings.

- Install in accordance with the rack manufacturer’s instructions.

- There are no user adjustments, or user-serviceable items on this apparatus.

- Adjustments or alterations to this apparatus may affect the performance such that safety 
and /or international compliance standards may no longer be met.

- This apparatus is  not to be used in safety critical applications.

Caution

- This apparatus should not be used outside of the scope of API 500 series compatible racks.

- Do not operate this apparatus with any covers removed.

- To reduce the risk of electric shock, do not perform any servicing other than that contained in 
these installation instructions unless you are qualified to do so. Refer all servicing to qualified 
personnel.

Installation

- Ensure power is removed from the rack before fitting or removing the apparatus to or from 
the rack.

- Use the panel fixing screws supplied with the rack to secure this apparatus into the rack.
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Nashville – Music City - USANashville – Music City - USA

Visit Harrison Audio LLC at:

www.harrisonaudio.com

Harrison Audio LLC

All rights reserved.

All other product names and trademarks are the property of their respective 
owners and are hereby acknowledged.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means, 
whether mechanical or electronic, without the written permission of 

Harrison Audio LLC, 750 Jim Parker Drive STE 103, Smyrna TN. 37167 USA 

As research and development is a continual process, Harrison Audio LLC reserves 
the right to change the features and specifications described herein without 

notice or obligation.

Harrison Audio LLC can not be held responsible for any loss or damage arising 
directly or indirectly from any error or omission in this manual.

PLEASE READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS, PAY SPEICAL HEED TO SAFETY WARNINGS.

September 2023

Version v1.0

Harrison Part Number: 0700-50002
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Limited Warranty
Please refer any warranty claim to the supplier of this equipment in the first instance. Full 
warranty information for equipment supplied directly by Harrison Audio LLC can be found on our 
web site.

www.harrisonaudio.com

Instructions for Disposal of WEEE by Users in the 
European Union

The symbol shown here is on the product or on its packaging, which 
indicates that this product must not be disposed of with other waste. Instead, 
it is the user’s responsibility to dispose of their waste equipment by handing 
it over to a designated collection point for recycling of waste electrical and 
electronic equipment. The separate collection and recycling of your waste 

equipment at the time of disposal will help to conserve natural resources and ensure that it is 
recycled in a manner that protects human health and the environment. For more information 
about where you can drop off your waste equipment for recycling, please contact your local city 
office, your household waste disposal service or where you purchased the product.
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Standards Compliance
This apparatus complies with international EMC and Safety Standards when installed 
in a fully compliant rack.

UKCA
Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 (SI 2016/1101)
Electromagnetic Compatibility Regulations 2016 (SI 2016/1091).
The Restriction of the use of certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment Directive (RoHS2) 2012 (SI 2013/3032)

CE
EU Low Voltage directive (LVD) 2014/35/EU,
EU Electromagnetic Compatibility directive (EMC) 2014/30/EU.
The Restriction of the use of certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment Directive (RoHS2) 2011/65/EU.

FCC
This device complies with Part 15 of FCC rules. Operation is subject to the following 
two conditions: this device may not cause harmful interference, and (2) this device 
must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause 
undesired operation.

Industry Canada
This Class B digital apparatus complies with Canada ICES-003.
Cet appareil numérique de la classe B est conforme à la norme NMB-003 du Canada.

Environmental Temperature: Operating: +1 to 30°C. Storage: -20 to 50°C.
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Use

Try your new Comp compressor module on any kind of input source. Use it 
on vocals, drums, acoustic or electric guitars, keyboards etc. etc. Discover 
what a well-crafted no nonsense compressor design can add to your arsenal 
the same way 100's of legendary engineers did using Harrison consoles 
through the decades.

Set the Comp ratio very low and the release very fast and use the Comp as 
a 'leveler' to transparently reduce the level of the loudest parts so the track 
has a more consistent level, or to allow the initial sound to be passed 
through at full volume while reducing the 'body' of the sound slightly.

By providing full control of Treshhold, Release, Ratio and the Makeup 
output level the Comp is the perfect 'no nonsense' compression tool to 
bring loud signals down while allowing the quieter signals to sound just as 
loud giving that 'nearby' or 'in-your-face' effect.  

Enjoy!  
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Introduction

Welcome to the Harrison family of 500 series modules and thank you 
for your purchase of the Comp (compressor) module. All Harrison 500 
series modules are compatible with the API 500 format rack systems.

The Comp will be a tremendous asset to your studio workflow and 
recording process.

The Comp includes a classic circuit design that provides warm yet 
extremely accurate results. This compressor design uses state of the art 
component technologies while preserving the sound quality found on 
100’s of hit records produced over the decades. 

With your new Comp module your recordings will instantly add that 
punch and smoothness that only comes with high performance analog 
circuit design along with decades of experience in professional audio 
product design and development.

The Comp will allow you to artistically manipulate the dynamic content 
of a signal. This type of control can make a vocal sound more 
consistent, or increase the 'room' sound of a drum mix, or accentuate 
the attack of a snare drum.

This module has been specifically designed to operate in a 500 format 
rack such as the API lunch box or equivalent. In common with many 
such modules, the nominal input / output operating level is +4 dBu. 

Thank you!
The Harrison Team

Comp Controls

Makeup Knob: this knob increases the 
output level, post-compressor. Since a 
compressor normally reduces the volume 
of a signal, it is desirable to raise the 
overall level, post-compression. This extra 
gain is disabled when you disable the 
compressor, which allows you to compare 
the compressed and uncompressed (dry) 
signal at a comparable volume.

Gain Reduction Meter: this meter 
indicates the amount of gain-reduction 
being applied indicated by 2dB of gain 
reduction per LED.

Release Knob: this knob adjusts the speed 
at which the compressor will return to 
unity gain, if compression was occurring 
and now the input signal sinks below the 
threshold.

Ratio Knob: increase this knob to increase 
the effect of the Compressor processing.

Threshhold Knob: turn the threshold knob 
down to meet the average signal level.

IN Switch: use the IN switch to toggle the 
compressor in and out of circuit for a/b 
comparison.
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